


Webcast 2:

Opportunities to improve air quality, 
reduce greenhouse gases and get co-
benefits.

June 16, 2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Host: James Yarborough, EPA Region 6 in Dallas, TX.
�This webcast is sponsored by the EPA Regions 6 and 7 air programs and the Blue Skyways Collaborative.  It is intended for local governments and metropolitan planning organizations; departments of planning, health, and economic development; chambers of commerce and industry coalitions; environmental, transportation, and sustainability nonprofits; and other federal partners – especially in communities that are approaching the air quality standard for ozone.  

This in the 2nd of  2 webinars.  The first webinar held on June 2 provided an 
An overview of the ozone national ambient air quality standard, including how it is set and what is meant by nonattainment
An overview of the state air planning process and information on local inputs into this process
Information on some of the co-benefits and synergies that communities have achieved when taking proactive actions to improve air quality. 
Powerpoint presentations from Webinar 1 as well as this webinar will be available shortly on the Blue Skyways Collaborative website at www.Blueskyways.org




Having Technical Problems?

If you are having problems joining 
or hearing the webinar please call 
214-551-3265.

Video/Audio

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For this webinar, you will be able to see the presenters slides on your screen and you will be able to hear the presenter either by dialing in to the conference number provided or through your computer speakers.  

You can switch options for the audio once you’ve logged in to the webinar through the webinar dashboard.



Technical Notes

The presentations will be available 
on the Blue Skyways website at 
www.blueskyways.org

Speaking during the webinar

Delay in slide transitions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will not be able to ask verbal questions during the webinar.  All participants will be on mute to limit background noise.  You will be able to ask questions via the chat feature of the webinar as described in the next slide. 
There may be a slight delay from when the speaker transitions slides to when you will see the slide change.


http://www.blueskyways.org/


Asking Questions

Use webinar dashboard to send a 
question

Send questions in ‘real-time’

Include name of who you are asking  

Questions will be answered at the end of 
the webinar

Not all questions will be answered live

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can type in your questions using the “questions” function on the webinar dashboard. 
Send your questions as you think of them and include the name of the presenter who you would like to answer the questions if applicable.  We will prioritize questions based on broad applicability to the audience.  We will not be able to answer all questions live, but we will provide answers to questions via a document shared with all those registered for this webinar.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Blue Skyways Collaborative was created to encourage voluntary air emissions reduction in North America’s heartland. The idea started in 2004 and with the help of CenSARA and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the collaborative celebrated a kick-off meeting in February of 2006. 

Through partnership with non-profit and environmental groups, private industries and international, federal, state and local governments Blue Skyways strives to improve air quality. Participants of the collaborative pledge to make that goal possible through active and meaningful participation in planning or implementation of projects that use innovations in diesel engines, alternative fuels and renewable energy technologies. Working together allows members to leverage funding, share technology and professional expertise. 

Today Blue Skyways incorporates ten states, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas and New Mexico, and the area along the borders with Canada and Mexico. The collaborative envisions a future where organizations will work together to reduce air emissions and make the heartland of America the Central Corridor of Innovation.




About the webinars

+

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This webinar series is intended for communities that may be facing new nonattainment designations for ozone.  The Blue Skyways Collaborative hopes to provide information that addresses the questions that stakeholders are currently asking, that is “how will this effect my community?”  

The Collaborative wants to continue the tradition of providing information on innovative real-life solutions to air quality problems through a network of stakeholders.  The collaborative typically hosts an annual meeting, but this year is bringing the information to the stakeholders through an initial set of background webinars followed by additional in person meetings or webinars.  

This webinar will provide basic information on the co-benefits of improving air quality and how a community chooses the right actions.



Agenda

Topic Speaker

Achieving co-benefits while 
choosing actions that are right 
for your community

Neelam Patel

Local government experiences 
with implementation

Kansas City Metro Area Amanda Graor

Capital Area Council of Gov’ts Cathy 
Stephens/Jennifer 
Clymer

Questions and Answers All

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will hear how Kansas got and documented benefits; and how they gathered support and funded projects
Austin will provide an of the Austin region’s voluntary air quality planning with emphasis on transportation, their primary ozone contributor; and  an overview of City of Austin’s transition from O3 reduction efforts to O3 reduction + climate protection efforts with emphasis on 5 components of the Austin Climate Protection Plan:
 §         Municipal Plan – make City of Austin’s operations carbon-neutral by 2020
§         Utility Plan – reduce Austin Energy’s GHG emissions to 20% below 2005 levels by 2020 through energy conservation and renewable energy
§         Homes & Buildings Plan – more detail on Austin Energy’s energy conservation efforts focused on new and existing buildings
§         Community Plan – make community carbon-neutral by 2050
§         “Go Neutral Plan – more detail on providing tools to help community reduce carbon footprint



Questions & Answers

Use webinar dashboard to send a 
question

Include name of who you are asking  

Not all questions will be answered live

A Q&A document with answers to 
questions will be provided to registered 
attendees

If you have additional questions email 
vaughn.gloria@epa.gov



THANK 
YOU!
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